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1937 Project

R.". E»1d - Foreman Walter Hughes - Asst. Foreman

in the spring of 1937 1 vas emnloyed as foreman in the
Forest Development Projects and had a crev workinc in John Dean
Park. These crems were usually laid off in t-e summer months.
In the latter part of May 1937, I received instructions from
K. C. McCannel; who was Forester in charge of parks, to close
John Degn Park and report to him for further instructions. I
reported to his office in the Buildings and was informed that
the Government of British Columbia had invited the Governor
General, Lord 'I'meedsmuir, to come and have a look over the Park
wiich bore his name. The Forest Service had the responsibility
of corstructing e suitatle trail on the south end ‘of the rark.
It mes decided that this work was to be carried out by the Y.M.
¥.T. (Young Mens Torestry Traininc) nrogram. Mr. Walter Huches

mrould accomfany me as my assistant.

Mr. McCennel and 1 exemine< gll aveilable mars of the
arez vhich vere very sketchie with many errors tut never-the-
less did shor Indien trsils which ve thought could te used by
Joining up and cleening out and would heln in vprocress as the
Dean River was some miles ax~y. We had hoved at this time to
get the trail as far a® the Dean. 1t wac also agreed thet some-
hov I would get a snhort weekly progcrecs rerort to Victoria. I
4found out some weeks afterwards that this rePort sxcd me from

much interferance and dissstér.



"ally and 1 spent a veek in Vancouver getting the truck
and equinment tosethrer, requisitioning food surplies, telking
to shiprers and instructing t-em how ard whem to ship. 1This
was imrortant ss our sunply base was & long way from our camp
and if ore boet trip was missed we vent huncry. Ve intervie~ed
a numter of boys at the emrloyment service and selected t—entr
whom we fhought rere suitable. We found out later we had sel-

ected well. ‘The cook was from Green Timbers.

A1l of us were on board the S.S. Cariena with our truck
lpaded and tied down on deck. ;ally and I had firest cless accom-
modstion, the boys steerace. This I examined end found to my
horror a stink-hole. I immediately thousht of the Black Hole
of Celcutta. I made up my mind they —ere not stayin~ there. I
contected Pat the purser and with a battle of vogds and threats
and the sssistance of two commercial travellers, it ended up
vith "allv and I giving uz our first class stzterooms for a
lar-e lounze. ‘there we all slept on the floor vith our sleed=-

ins bvag: and ate in the Hole of Calcutta. The boys durins the

(ge]

day ha¢ to remain on the uorer deck. MYy main concern of t-e

Hole was vermin.

At last Desn Channel at the end of vhich ras Eella
Coola, a crunmy little villace tut to us it lookeé like a

beautiful citye.

Everything unloaded, —e met a v+, Tommy Walker, owner
of Stuie Lodge, =ftermards knovwn as T—eedsmuir Lodge, since

burned down. ™e divided tre geer on the tvo trucks end hesded
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the f;%ig’miles to Stuie. Half way there we had to cross the

Burnt Creek. The old bridge was burned out. Walker's instruct-

ions were "Hit the creek fairly fast and keep going but keep

to the right of that rock, there is a hole there twenty-five

feet deep". "ith my foot on the gas and a preyer on my lips,
we mede it at last to Stule Lodgze and campred over-nicht. Next

day wve set up camn at a point where the Atnarkg I'rail meets

e Bella Coola road which was the énd of the road at thet time. |leaw

Ve called this svot Base Camp. Mosher
. (i)

From Base Camp our trail started up a heavily timbtered Creck
mountein side and switch-backed for three miles or more. This
wvas the heaviest grading on the entire trail. Tommy Talker hsd
previously ran and blazed a rourh crade. During this time ~e
rere visited by the District Forester from Prince Ruvert. e
entered into an agreement whereby his vatrolman, George Drainey,
rould have the use of my truck and haul my sunrlies from Bella
Coola to the end of the treil and supervise the vacking to myr
camps. One stinulation I made vzs that rhatever hanvened my
pack train would come in once a week. ‘That stipulation ard the

|
weekly progress revort saved the day on tvo occasions.

A good trail wes completed to the Summit +where we ent- (VJhﬂka’
We l0¢g
ered much more open country. A camp mas estzsblished and named
C(Lw\rw\

Sunmit Camp. At t'iis point Malker and I climbed to a fairly high
peak and he pointed out the way to the Rainbows in thesfwords.

"See a~ay ahead, thet ridge and beyond there another higher ridge,
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and it you look carefully you will see a depression which is the
pass. ¥rom there you will see the Rainbow Range."” This I after-
wards named Deception Pass. It had an elevstion of six thousand

feet.

Our trail construction plans were to complete four miles
of trasil from camp and beyond to rough out four more enough to
get the pack horses through to our next cemp. eally looked after
construction and I would locate and blaze. The tlazinz was done
by toilet naver on trees or rocks, and if one chanzed his mind it

was ez=sily obliterated. Plastic tape —as not in use at that time.

Our next camp vas set up at Mosquito Creek as ve knew

"

it then. After~ards I found it to be the headrzters of an unknown (%e:h
| Qa

Creek. This was a feirly open area, mostly alpine. It wves in
this camm I first came in contact with the B. C. Police and treir
guide who was a local tranper vho 1 will refer to as Snifty. &
was a~are that they were in charre of the szfe cozduct of the
Vice Regsl perty through the park. ™Then they arrived in camp
they vere tir-d and muddy and their horses looked as if they

had been through the mill. I gave them dinner and after~ards
the chief of the party asked me if 1 knew where I was going. I
told him Deception Pass and in his words "We have Jjust come from
there and it would take forty Swedes a month to put a trail into
the pass". All this time Snifty was sugzesting his trap line
route. 7This I was prepared for as Talker had told me when 1

first arrived that he would do his damnest to have the trail
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put in on the Burnt Bridge route as this was his.trgp line

and uce the inexperience of the police to further his ends.

The Burnt Bridge route was the o0ld Indien route which McKenzie
came over in the seventeen hundreds. Althouch it was shorter

to the Rainbows, it was in many places straight up and do~n and
imoossible for grade as we rejquired. I had examined this spruce
smamd previously and found that it vas not feesible to zo through
it vith a passatle trail with the man nover and time et my dis-
vosal. Also the grade on legving the smamp was too steep to go
over the pass. The next morning 1 toock the chance of starting
construction on the highland trail and rent ahezd to have a look
at a rock bluff four or five miles distance which was forcing
travellers down in the swamny ground. “To my great delight 1
found a narrov ledge leading to a devrezsion on the bluff. ™ith

some grading and rock work this would ensTer my purvose.

Cn returning to camp 1 found a rider with a message from the
police instructins me to remain where 1 we:z ugtil they sent in a
guide. I sent Mally out with a wire to McCannel ststing that I
was being hampered in my work by the police and in the interests
of the Forest Service the crew should be withdrawn. But before
sending it he was to show it to the officer in char=e of police.
I will not repezt tre verbal message he gave Mally. Our =ire

was not sent and we carried one.

The trail betweern Mosguito Creek and Deception Pass
is mostly alvine meador and required quite a fe~ stretc-es of

cordurov and grading around the bluff and on a steer side hill.

"ithin a wekk we were camped at Deception Pass and the forty



Smedes Were not required.

One morning while we vere havin- breekfast at the Pass
Cemp, we hed three visitors who introduced themselves as Don
Mundy, Mrs. Yundy and their dsushter. 1 invited them for a cup
of coffeé vhich they accepteé. 1 also suzgesteé they have some
breekfast. "No thank you" mas the reply. After a fer minutes
Miss Mundy piped up "Mr. Boyd, I would like some breakfast, we
have not eaten since yesterday". They all had a good breakfast
and enough lunch to take them to Stuie. Durineg the vice Regal
étey at Stuie Lodge. Mrs. Mundy was the hostess and I was revaid

for that breskfast in goodiez many times.

On returning one afternoon from a locetion trip, 1
heard shouting and clarping of hands at the to» of the Dvass. il
snezked up and there was one of the boys in his birthdav suit
sliding down a snow bank. 1 found out that he had made a bet
with the rest of the crew to do this fcr ten cents ezch. 1 also

vaid.

Then the trail was completed over the pass and down

into the open meadows of the Capoocse, we moved camp and from here

we were in full view of the Rainbow Mountains and e-pecially Mount

Brilliant which glesmed in the morning sun. Te were nov in easy
ey

wzslking distance from the rock rim of the McXenzle mesdows although

quite a lot of light gradingz wes need=d bet~een open megdo™s.

"hile in the Capoose Camp we were visited by Mr. Hsrry Force
x> M
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an assistant to K. C. McCanrel anéd next day ten vranglers and

a nuﬁber of saddle and pack horses arrived from Anahim with

only sleeping bags but no food. My pack train wes days over-

due and 1 was getting short. 1 handed the wranglers the rifle and
told them to get a moose or don't come back. They came back with

a moose which kept the vot boiling.

Next to arrive was our friend Snifty and t-o men.
5till no food but with orders for me from the rHizh Command at
Stuie. 1 was informed that no more supplies would be brourkt
in by horse train from Stuie; all surnlies would be flown in
to Tanya Laeke. This leke was aprroximately t—elve to fifteen
milez beyond the Mc¥enzie Meado~s and accessible only by the old
Irdian trail which was in terrible condition, muddy. wet, and
windfalls. ‘The instructions went on to say that Snifty would be
in cherge of locating t-e trail from Capoose to the Rainbow
meadoms and reveiring the trail to Tanva Lake. At this lake the
Governor General and his party would be landed by vlsne and tsken
by trail to a camp which would be set up in the McKenzie meadows.
My supnlies would be packed from Tanya by the wranglers to my

camp in the meadcws and there I was to await further instructions.

Snifty laid out his trail and procceded to Tanya to
construct a landing for unloading supplies. In the meantime
Vally and I had a look at his trail layout. Snifty Lad told me
that there was no need to construct trails as I was doince.

"They car walk over, if not jump over, if not roll over or slide

over." This is exactly the tyve of trail he had laid out and



from the rim to the velley dovn a rocky slope approximetely

forty vercent, he had a notice at the top of the slope vhich

read. "The first trc horses will be slid down to make a trail

for the rest". (See photo)

I am sure the nov District Forester

et Prince Rupert vill remember it well. On returning to camp

hungry, disgusted end med, 1 saw just over a rise on the trail

my pack train comirg in.

Geor-e Drainey, the patrol man, on receiving the new

trail instructions, got in touch with the D.F. at Prince Rupert

w- o oriered the train in as promised. 1 sé% the packers back to

ctuie to brins in more suprlies from my csche. In the meantinme

I hed loceted a trail on grede to the valley and was wcrking on

ijt. "This was the trail used for all the traffic to the meadors

and no dcubt used todey. I was told aft-rwards that Srnifty had

snesked out over the old Burnt Bridge treil end had a POwW-wOV

with tre High Command at Stuie and all the wranglers were orcered

tc go tc Stuie and peck in supplies for the Treedsmuir campe.

No plenes to my krovledge ever landed at Tanya. On tre arrival

of my packers we moved camp

This was the Camr
wranglers would pass with a
our line of communicstion.
rumors of whet was going to

wire to Victoria. The crew

% -
to tre valley. U\’To\ckewuc %((ey>

of Rumors. Every fe- days one cor twc
courle of pack horses and this was
They brcught the mail, supplies and
happen. I continued to send my weekly

was kept busy workins on the Tanya Lake



trail eud roughing in a trail to Paradise Valley. Ve preparéd

a new campsite close to the main treil where the Governor Gen-
eral and his party would pass and marked it with fresh cut

peeled poles and on a small knoll the lettering in coloured

roek Y. F.D.F.. We planned to move to this cenmp just prior

to the errivel of the Governor General. Tally, I and some
wranrlers made a trip to Tanya Lake (see photo) and encountered

a band cf Alketcha Indiaens camped at the lake. No doubt areiting

t'e arrivel of the Governor General.

On my return to campr a rider wvas ~aiting vho informed
me that the Vice Regel party had arrived at Stuie by air and
also & vire from Victorie instructing me to return to my base
ceamp. 1 wasﬁo bring out all ejuinrment, supolies, horses and
wranglers. 1 visited tkeir camp and informed them that we were
going to hit the treil tomorrow morring end to pack up and bring
all e_uirment and suprlies to my camp. 1hey told me they had
only ernough food for one meal. They had eaten all the rest in-
cludirc the ceanned ham, chicken and all tlhe goodies. The next
morning after breakfsst which consisted of dried ez~s, cannec
beens and coffee, 1 divided up the remainder of the food and
gzve ecsch two men thelr retion, an empty gallon can for coffee,
eand a tir cuo, »late, knife, fcrk and spoon each. I ™as allov-

ing twc days to g2t out.

Being avare that the wranglers intenced tg&et the

Lorsec wander off and impede my procress and get anotrer day
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(all Wranglers and horses were paid by the day). I picked out

a good pack Lorse and loaded on him the two surveyor stoves

top pack and heasded up the column with his halter rope firmly

in my hand, knowing as long as 1 kept him movins the rest

would follow. 1In this manner 1 bid good-tye tc the Rairbow (F«ocLGZWZ]e)
Velley. At Canpooce we stopped for lunch and on starting upD

acein 1 decided to herd my friend down the trail insteed of

pulling him. He ren off into the meadors and alllthe rest fol-

loved, much to the wranglers'delight. 1t tcok about one hour

to get the horses bzck on the ‘trail and off we started. FKrom

vere on 1 was in front of that horse, not behind.

Te reached the south side of Decepdticn Pass tefore
dark, in time to meke camp, et and vasture our horsec. 2
kner from this vpoint 1 could make it out in one more dav.
Next morning 1 was avekened and informed that half o¢f the
horses had got loose and run off. ™e hed breskfsst end I told
the wrenglers they would have to round up the horses andé follow
on to Stuie. Tney reguested more food but as I told them 1
had none, OCff we started and or makinz the old Mosguito Crrek
camp for lunch, they join-d us wvith the ﬁorses. Te made our
0ld Summit Campsite vhich was gzljieIgggg_ggvﬁgg_fzifgg:bggg§g
in late afternoon. Te unloaded our camp equipment (see photo)
and instructed the wranglers to report to Stuie. "What are you
coing to do, you have no food" they asked. "Never mind, I will

make out, you keep gcing", which they did.




11

I shall never fdrget the tired, dejected, hunsry look
on myzboyg faces and then I reminded them of vhat I had promised
as they ate the dried prunes. One of the boys had been sent
down a side trail to contact .George who was waiting with out
supplies. "hen he arrived, up went a shout and I guietened them
down by Séying "If the wranglers hear you they will be back to
clean us out", Camp was set un in short order, stoves ready,
everyone pitching in to help the cook. ™e sat down to steaks,
mushrooms, fresq@egetables, fresh milk, and fresh raspberries,
all t ey could eat. 1 had promised this in the huangry days in

the Rainbows when they were eating dried food while the vranzlers

dined on chicken and ham.

meé imnroved the sritchtacks v ich led to the vellev
bottom vhich had sloughed in places and made improvements to
this part of the trail. On days off the bovs vere nernitted
to visit Stuie and meet their friends the wranglers, or perhans
get a glimpse of the Governor General. Krom informet ion re-
ceived from my friends in the Lodge, t=e Vice Regel Darty would
be leaving the next day and that the High Command, on behalf of
the Governor General, had presented to the wranglers a crested
knife each and no doubt to Srifty too, and a thenk you for the
wonderful services they hed rend=zred. 7the trail crew went un-
recognized. ™ally and I a cold stare. The Vice Rezal party
left the next dey {gllgzggxgl the High Commard. 7The wranglers

departed for Anahim in high spirits.
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I received instructions from Victoria to return the
boys lo Vancouver, equipment to Green Timbers, and definite in-
structions to make out complete payrolls for the wranglers,
invoices for their horses, and charge this to my vote. "Insult
to injury" I obeyed. 1 saw the boys off from Bella Coola on

the Czrdena and this time thegy did not travel steeragge.

T-e Forest Ranger from Ocesn Falls, met us at Bella
Coola and ve all returned to Stuie Lodze to clean up the odds and
ends left by the "Big ¥ind". We accompanied the Ranger in the
Forestry launch to Ocean Falls and from there boarded the

Cardena for Vancouver.

I visited Stuie and Hella Coola thirfy yeers later ({9(;]
and enjoyed meeting some of my old friends. I stopred and
after some searching, found the start of our trail. Perhaps
when roads are improved, consideration may be given to access

by cer from Anahim to a view of the Rainbows.

RiZH. Boyd.
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